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Dear friends,

Did you know that there are over 3,000 homeless children living in cars, shelters, motels and overcrowded homes throughout Santa Cruz County?  It’s hard to imagine what life is like for these families. Sadly, many more are at risk due to the high cost of living, low wages, and the shortage of affordable housing.
Helping homeless families grow stronger is one of the core initiatives of the Child & Family Institute of Aptos. Last month, we were blessed with the opportunity to create a special camp here at Christ Lutheran Church for homeless students that attend New Horizons School. We named the camp "Love is a Verb" to express the importance of putting love into action to help others - this is the ministry of the Child & Family Institute of Aptos. Our mission is to provide local families with the direct support and tools they need to become stronger, contributing members of their communities. 

At “Love is a Verb” camp, the homeless children, matched by an equal number of mainstream kids, received a nutritious breakfast and lunch each day. And thanks to our amazing volunteers, they gained life skills as well as self confidence. For many children, the most rewarding experience at camp was making a gift of a neck pillow for a senior citizen. It's not often that these children have the opportunity to experience the joy of giving. Perhaps you saw the wonderful feature articles about the camp in the Santa Cruz Sentinel and the Register-Pajaronian.  
We invite you to join with our ministry of putting love into action and prayerfully consider making a financial contribution to enable us to continue our important work. 
Our goals for 2006 - 2007 are to:  
1. Strengthen and expand our popular programs at the Child & Family Institute of Aptos. The "Story Book Tea" provides an opportunity for young children to spend precious time with a grandparent or parent while sharing tea together and enjoying a special story (see enclosed brochure). "Evenings at the Hearth" promote communication and understanding between pre-teen or teenage children and their parents. Participants explore the meaning of being in a family, and how to create stronger, more joyful relationships with each other.
2. Expand our relationship with New Horizons School to provide a deeper level of support for more homeless families. We have been donating hygiene kits and backpacks for the last two years. Plans are already being made with the school’s director on making the camp an annual event.
3. Identify other needs in the community that are not being met that would be a good fit with our ministry and abilities.
The accomplishment of these goals is dependent on the generous support of Christ Lutheran Church family members like you, and our special friends. We thank you heartily for your past gifts of prayer, time, talent and/or financial support. Today, please take a moment to prayerfully consider making your tax-deductible contribution for 2006. We pray that with your continued support, the Child & Family Institute of Aptos will stand out in our community as a shining beacon of love in action, making a positive difference in the lives of our families and community.
In ministry together,

Sheryl Coulston

Director


